
Los Matachines de San Lorenzo y La Danza 
 

Deep in the valleys and mountains of New Mexico and the greater Southwestern 

United States and Mexico, one can witness the magnificence and brilliance of the 
Matachines Dance. Masked individuals dance to the Spanish instruments of the violin and 

guitar, carrying wooden  palmas and rattles. Amongst them is a leader dressed in white, 

wearing a floral corona, whom  presides over the dance. Monarca, portraying the historical 
figure of Montezuma, the ruler of the  Aztecs, is accompanied by a young girl dressed in 

white. La Malinche, the daughter of Montezuma, is influential in the conversion of her 

father to Christianity. Amongst them, a Toro, or bull, stalks the dancers attempting to  
disrupt  Montezuma’s conversion. El Toro represents the pre-Columbian religion and  

temptation. His counterpart, El Abuelo, is the caretaker of la Malinche and the danzantes 

and instructs them on the ways of Christianity. The dance tells of the conversion of                   
Montezuma and the submission and death of the bull, thus the triumph of Christianity over 

Paganism.  

 
 Since the introduction of the Catholic faith upon the peoples of the New World, 

the Matachines Dance has been performed for various Catholic feast days. Introduced as a 

means of converting the indigenous peoples of the New World to Catholicism, the dance 
has since taken on new meanings for those who perform it. The Matachines Dance is also 

performed in Mexico and other parts of Latin America, but differs in style and appearance 

from those seen in Southwestern Hispanic and Native American Pueblo communities.  
 

 After Cortez’ occupation and conquest of Tenochtitlan (Mexico City) in 1521, 

the dance, which contained many elements from many parts of Europe, Northern Africa  
and Asia, eventually came to New Mexico. New Mexico was settled by the Spanish in 1598 

under the leadership of Juan de Onate. On August 10, 1680, the Pueblo people revolted and 
expelled the Spanish to present-day El Paso, Texas. It is believed that the people of              

Bernalillo were told of the impending revolt and escaped prior to August 10. In 1693,  

Diego de Vargas led the resettlement of New Mexico. He vowed that anyone returning to 
New Mexico would celebrate August 10 for being spared during the revolt. The people of 

Bernalillo returned with the Matachines dance and have performed it every year since 1693.                                                                                                                                                                   

 
  The Matachines dance in fulfillment of their individual promesa (vow), on  

behalf of the  community, in honor of San Lorenzo, and for the glory of God. This promesa 

connects to the historical promise of Diego de Vargas in 1693. The dances begin on the first 
Sunday in July with a procession uniting the original communities of Las Cocinitas and El 

Llanito (la union de los santos). On the following Sundays, practice is held at the home of 

the Mayordomos. On August 1-9, the novena (9-day prayer) and dances are held each night. 
The fiesta is celebrated August 9-11 which includes vespers, mass, a velorio,  la entrega, 

and dances (la danza and processions). In preparation for the fiesta, the Mayordomos          

collect la limosna (donations) to help with the cost of the fiesta. During the year, a rosary is 
held every 10th of the month in the home of the Mayordomos. The home is also available at 

any time to anyone who wishes to make a visit and/or pilgrimage.  

Marcha-   The march or entrance.                                                                                                  
La Cruzada -  The sign of the cross to begin La Danza and the story.                                      

La Cambiada -  Montezuma leading his people.                                                                          

La Malinche -La Vuelta - Malinche’s conversion of the Aztec. Montezuma’s  

   struggle with Christianity.                                                                                                                           

La Toreada del Toro - The fighting of the bull: Christianity vs. Paganism.                                             

La Cruzada -  The sign of the cross as good overcomes evil.                                                    

La Tendida -  Dance of celebration.                                                                                            

La Patadita (La Promesa) - The promise of the Aztec people and their commitment to  

   Christianity. This is also used by the community to complete 

   their Promesa and give honor to their Patron,  San Lorenzo.                                                                                                              

La Corrida-  The triumphant procession. It is used as the procession dance 

   to lead the image of San Lorenzo and community through the 

   streets of Bernalillo. 

AUGUST 9th   LAS VISPERAS  (THURSDAY) 

2:00 PM - DANZANTES ASSEMBLE  at the Montoya residence 

2:30 PM - LA NOVENA 

3:00 PM - LA DANZA  Matachines Dance 

3:50 PM - LA PROMESA DANCE  everyone is welcome to  

        participate 

4:00 PM - SUPPER  Hosted by the Mayordomos 

5:45 PM - DANZANTES ASSEMBLE  at the Montoya residence 

6:15 PM - PROCESSION TO THE SANTUARIO DE   

 SAN LORENZO 

7:00 PM - VISPERAS at the Santuario de San Lorenzo 
 

 

AUGUST 10th   LAS FIESTAS  (FRIDAY) 

9:30 AM - DANZANTES ASSEMBLE at Our Lady of Sorrow  

           Church 

10:00 AM - FIESTA MASS at Our Lady of Sorrows Church 

11:30 AM - PROCESSION to the Montoya residence 

1:00 PM - LUNCH  Hosted by the Mayordomos 

2:30 PM - DANZANTES ASSEMBLE  at the Montoya residence 

3:00 PM - LA DANZA  Matachines Dance 

3:50 PM - LA PROMESA DANCE  everyone is welcome to  

        participate 

4:30 PM - PROCESSION  through the TOWN OF BERNALILLO 

5:30 PM - SUPPER  Hosted by the Mayordomos 

6:00 PM - VELORIO de SAN LORENZO  all night vigil at 

                   Montoya home 

12:00 AM - LAS MANANITAS de SAN LORENZO 
 

 

AUGUST 11th   LA ENTREGA  (SATURDAY) 

6:00 AM - LAS MANANITAS de SAN LORENZO & EL ALBA 

8:20 AM  - DANZANTES ASSEMBLE  at the Montoya residence                                    

8:45 AM - LA DANZA & LA PROMESA   Matachines Dance                                             

9:10 AM - DESPEDIDA DEL SANTO 

9:15 AM - PROCESSION to the New Mayordomos-  

          Prairie residence-                          

9:45 AM - RECIBIMIENTO DEL SANTO 

10:45 AM - RETURN to the Montoya residence 

11:30 AM - LA ENTREGA  return los Danzates back to  

             their families 

8:00 PM - BAILE de LOS DANZANTES  w/Str8 Shot-Rotary Park 
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